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GP SIFT Digital Asset Management 
Software Platform 
Corporate Communications/Training 
 

What you will learn in this white paper 
 
There is a solution to the ever increasing digital 
asset management problem that every company 
faces today and is getting worse.  As the 
transition from physical media to digital media 
increases, the resulting accumulation of digital 
assets creates an abundance of digital files that 
are difficult to search, organize and manage.  
GPSIFT™ allows you to more efficiently organize 
video, audio, images and documents with data, 
and make them searchable to more effectively 
store, recall and distribute assets.  
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GP SIFT Digital Asset Management Software Platform 
 
With the advent of digital technology, the creation and use of digital assets has 
exploded.  GP SIFT effectively solves the five key market challenges facing 
organizations everywhere:  
 

1. Digital content is being created an enormous rate. 
2. Video is now being used as main stream communication everywhere. 
3. The transition of video and audio assets from analog media to file based, has created a 

media management log jam.  
4. The mere number of formats used in text, images, audio and video content has 

complicated the management. 
5. Proprietary solutions are limited to ‘their own kind’ of assets, are expensive and leave a 

large majority of important assets left behind. 
 

Market Need 
 
The transition from physical media such as paper, photos and other documents and old digital formats 
such as tapes and disks to modern digital systems creates an explosion of digital files that are difficult to 
search, organize and manage.  GPSIFT™ links video, audio, images, and documents with data makes 
them searchable, and serves as a bridge between legacy systems.  Whether creating a digital asset 
management solution from scratch, or for users who cannot, or do not wish to replace all their existing 
systems to create a digital asset manager, GP SIFT is an easy answer starting at about $2,500 per seat. 
 

KEY FEATURES 
 
Å Open platform handles virtually any digital content 
Å Does not require an expensive server 
Å Does not alter the digital asset unless directed by user 
Å Creates and converts files to multiple industry standard formats 
Å Proxy editing and HD ready video distribution without a server 
Å No single point of failure with real-time automated backup 
Å The most affordable archive system in the software industry 
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GP SIFT Software Toolkit 
 
GP SIFT Ingest – Ingest allows you to add any digital asset into 
the environment, collecting searchable metadata to be SIFT’ed 
through later.  Describing/labeling/tagging the assets during 
Sift Ingest attaches searchable attributes so the assets are 
easily retrieved when needed. 
 
Bring any digital asset into the Sift environment, entire folders 
of content, images, files, digital audio and video media (SD or 
HD) of any type.   Batch import entire collections of digital 
files, capture live or import media from multiple industry 
sources via the built in editor.  The editor creates proxy video 
in multiple formats from import or live capture of video 
sources. 

 
Attach Data – 3 Forms of data are created in GP SIFT:  

 
1. Environmental Data is “scraped” from the files  
2. Project Metadata from the import process  
3. User Custom Metadata created by the built-in logging 

software. 
 
SIFT, Store It Forward Technology - Automated distribution 
software stores the video and digital files “forward” to the 
desired destination literally as the content is captured or ingested.   

 
GP SIFT Search – Flexible and scalable search engine that utilizes any SIFT directories available.  Expand 
searches by leveraging standard Ethernet connectivity, to link to local or remote SIFT distribution 
folders.  
 
Create –Packages of files and the associated forms of metadata (File Environmental, Import Project and 
User Custom) are automatically created and can be saved.  SIFT-Paks which contain all of the various 
native files and data can also be created and distributed to anyone. 
 
Publish – Create packages of content including all files from the GP SIFT Search Engine and create new 
formats like FLV, WMV, AVC HD, BlackBerry™ video or iPod™ output to end users or pass to third party 
applications like Adobe™, Apple™, Sony Vegas™, Photoshop™, or just a general Microsoft™ 
environment. 
 

Full Toolkit Provides 
Powerful Suite of Tools 
 
GP SIFT software based asset 
management toolkit provides 
all of the basic tools required 
for asset management in an 
affordable package.   
 
Now, more than ever, 
organizations of all sizes can 
take advantage of this 
technology to make more 
efficient use of digital assets 
that are becoming ever more 
present in our day to day 
operations. 
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GP SIFT in Corporate Communications/Training 
 

Corporations are searching for ways to operate more efficiently, and help their 
bottom line.  Many are finding that a way to quickly become more efficient and 
more cost effective is to implement an asset management system and eliminate 
wasted time and resources searching for digital assets.  In the digital age, files are 
constantly being created, but are ineffectively distributed, shared and stored for 
easy recall.  GP SIFT provides an easy to implement, cost effective solution.  

 
Digital assets accumulate at a rapid 
pace in a company, but are often 
difficult to recall or distribute once 
they are created.   As these assets 
accumulate, companies are faced 
with the challenge of organizing 
digital content for storage, recall, 
conversion and distribution.     
 
Businesses can now accumulate all of 
these assets from different 

departments, and even different locations into one asset management system that allows search and 
recall of assets to prevent duplication of work.  Videos of trainings and meetings can be created for 
video on demand, distribution to employees, or evaluation purposes.  The software based GP SIFT 
toolkit is available to help organizations cost effectively ingest and manage digital assets.  

 
How to store assets: 
 
All of the assets to be stored are gathered and identified.  
Older items that are not already in digital form are scanned or 
transferred into digital formats.  Using GP SIFT, assets are 
imported into the system and metadata is attached identifying 
data, location, subject, and any other broad data that 
describes and indexes the items.   
 
Users can go back and add more specific data as they identify 
information about the items using the easily customizable GP 
SIFT logging tool.  Adding additional metadata allows anyone 
with access to the GP SIFT system to easily query and recall 
any asset.   
 
GP SIFT can handle most any asset in its native format without 
worrying about modifying the asset.  This allows incredible 
flexibility to customize the SIFT solution in a non-proprietary 
manner and can be used as a ‘bridge’ between different software applications.  If the user has an editor 
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that they use for video and another product for photos, SIFT can be configured to locate, transfer and 
convert material right from the other products storage volume.  Also, using GP SIFT tools such as the 
video and picture standardization tool in the Format Unification Process, the users are able to take large 
batches of digital pictures and videos and convert them to uniform sizes, resolutions and file formats, 
streamlining the workflow for an end user who may use these assets in a post-production project. 
 

Gathering Video: 
 
Video is becoming easier to gather and use, and is becoming more cost effect over time.  Corporations 
can record any meeting or training session automatically, and deliver to employees; or create content 
for an on-demand training program. 
 
Business have several different options for 
gathering video, but many of these options are 
cost prohibitive, require expensive hardware at 
each capture location, and do not provide easy 
solutions for adding metadata for recalling the 
content, or tools for easy delivery.  GP SIFT 
provides a next generation, software based 
solution, removing the requirement of 
purchasing large amounts of expensive hardware 
to serve the video.    
 
An easy way to automatically capture high 
quality video is by using IP cameras.  Companies can use HD IP cameras in any room requiring content 
collection.  Cameras can also include PTZ (pan-tilt-zoom) controls to allow remote control.   
 

IP cameras feeds are captured at a central location with 
GP SIFT capture software.  Users can set up automatic 
scheduling of recording sessions using the easy to 
configure GP SIFT Scheduler.  Multiple video feeds can 
be captured by a single computer and processed and 
delivered to end users.  Using the automated IP camera 
configuration, companies can capture several video 
feeds automatically without relying on people to operate 
the cameras individually. 
 
The ‘Auto Mark’ feature turns video sessions into more 

manageable segments automatically, by capturing clips 
in user defined durations.  This allows users to search 

and recall segments of content, rather than entire files.  Also, as video segments are created, they can 
immediately begin the distribution process to other users. 
 
 

GP SIFT Automated Scheduler 
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For marketing purposes, higher quality video is needed for production purposes.  The Sony NX camera 
for example utilizes AVC-HD video files that can be captured to a standard SD card.  When importing 
files off of the card, GP SIFT automatically ‘scrapes’ all available environmental meta-data, adds user 
defined project meta-data tags, and allows the user to go back and add more specific data tags to any 
clip once in the system.   GP SIFT Converter Tools automatically standardize the video clips into 
appropriate formats such as FLV for their web 
portal and MPEG4 HD for archiving.  The 
production team can now prepare the clips for 
post-production and export directly to the 
timeline of their Sony Vegas editing stations. 
Once the project is completed, it can be 
cataloged in GP Sift as well.  
 
Using GP SIFT, all assets are searched, recalled 
and automatically loaded directly into the 
timeline of Sony Vegas.  Sony Vegas project 
files can also be stored and distributed in the 
GP SIFT platform, providing organization for 
assets at the project level.   
 

Adding Data: 
 
Storing large quantities of digital assets has more value if there is an effective way to access them 
later. Adding data to these assets allows schools to later query and recall assets in the GP SIFT system. 
Data is added to GP SIFT assets in three ways. 
 
Environmental Data - data is “scraped” from the files when 
imported into the GP SIFT system.  When importing assets with 
the import tool, GP SIFT will ‘scrape’ any associated file data.  This 
data can include file type, resolution, size, duration and numerous 
other characteristics.  These are automatically attached to the 
assets, and appear with the assets when loaded in the data grid.  
All environmental data can be used for query. 
 
Project Metadata – During the import process, the users add 
data by naming the project.  The project details along with customizable meta-data tags are added to 
the assets during the import process.  This data is attached to the assets and can be used for querying.  

 
User Custom Metadata - The customizable logging tool assigns data to the assets individually after 
import. Data can also be entered directly into the data grid with standard cut and paste commands, or 
data import from third party sources, providing the ultimate in flexibility. 
 
 

 
 
 

GP SIFT Logging Tool 
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Asset Distribution: 
 
Another feature of the GP SIFT toolkit is the SIFT option, which 
automatically distributes assets to anyone, anywhere on the 
network or via VPN remotely.  To accomplish this automated 
distribution, GP provides an easy to use, customizable tool 
that can be configured by even the most basic level user. 
 
Using the easy to configure folder watch tool, users with the 
appropriate permissions can configure folders to “watch” 
which will move assets from source to target folders, 
automatically anywhere in the GP SIFT system. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Automated Transcoding with Metadata:  
 
The GP SIFT toolkit has another unique feature called the GP 
SIFT PostOffice which is an automated application that runs on 
a server or a standard PC to take video that has been ingested 
and convert it to one or more other formats.  The PostOffice 
also keeps the metadata intact for any “sister” video formats 
transcoded from the original making multi-format video and 
metadata distribution fast, easy and affordable.  
 
The GP SIFT PostOffice application can be configured to 
“watch” various locations including the media bins of third 
party editors or servers for new content and transcode the 
assets into the selected formats and automatically deliver the 
new video and metadata to any storage location on the 
network, or FTP it off network to remote locations. 
 

 
 
 

GP SIFT Folder Watch 
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SIFT-Pak Exporting 
 
A SIFT-Pak is a package of content—like a zip 
file—that contains all of your native assets. 
When opened with GP SIFT software, an ADL, 
or Asset Data List will be created showing you 
all of your files and the associated data. The 
files are then available for use as normal.  
Users on GP SIFT can query for assets on their 
SIFT system.  After running a query and 
preparing an asset decision list (ADL), users 
can create SIFT-Paks to export all of the 
assets.  The SIFT-Pak is a container that 
contains a GP SIFT ADL, and the 
corresponding native assets such as video, audio, documents, graphics and more.  Opening the SIFT-Pak 
with GP SIFT software unpacks all of the assets and corresponding meta-data.  The SIFT-Pak also 
contains corresponding native assets, which can be used in any application creating a completely open 
source and non-proprietary system. 

 
GP SIFT Software Toolkit 
 
With the digital files dominating our world these days, it is important to have an efficient and cost 
effective way to manage these files.  GP SIFT is the software based toolkit that can be used for every day 
digital file management, and will compliment your existing software applications. 


